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it was all too apparent that the board-
walk was more than a steel and wooden 
structure, it was for her, indeed for all of 
us who stroll its length, an invitation and 
an access to the pleasure of experiencing 
intimately the embrace and pulse of the 
marsh.

The West Rutland marsh and the 
boardwalk are now part of the Lake 
Champlain Valley Birding Trail. RCAS 
is currently implementing a 10-station 
Bridge-to-Bridge Interpretive Trail at 
the marsh of which Station #3 is the 
boardwalk. This past summer RCAS 
erected a kiosk at the entrance to the 
boardwalk. The boardwalk is also one of 
the more productive stops on the RCAS 
sponsored monthly bird walk around the 
marsh. Having completed 50 months of 
monitoring in September, a total of 120 
species of birds have been identi�ed by a 

grand total of 574 participants.
Rutland County Audubon Society 

welcomes the opportunity to spear-
head and participate in this appeal for 
funds to retrofit the boardwalk at the 
West Rutland marsh, hopefully this 
year. The boardwalk is integral to a 
public awareness, appreciation and 
enjoyment of the marsh that in turn 
are critical to the marsh�s preservation 
and protection.

We need and are counting on your 
support so as to complete this project 
before this coming winter. Please review 
the donor system below that will be 
used to recognize donors.

Donations of any amount are most 
welcome.

v $1,000	 Boardwalk Benefactor
v $500	 Major Contributor
v $250	 Signi�cant Donor
v $100	 Friend of the Marsh

Rutland County Audubon, (RCAS), is 
a 501 (c) 3 organization, thus individual 
donations are tax deductible and can be 
matched by participating corporations. 
In the event that donations are in excess 
of costs, all such funds will be retained 
and expended only in the enhancement 
of marsh related projects. 

Checks may be made out to RCAS, 
and mailed to: The Treasurer, RCAS, 
Box 31, Pittsford, VT 05763, and we 
thank you.

Sincerely,

Roy Pilcher and Marv Elliott
Co-Presidents
Rutland County Audubon Society
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